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Note: All references to regular army enlistees (sverkhrochniki) and

to privileges extended to them which are listed in this report do ngiz;;;;T
\

necessarily apply to "sverkhsrochniki" throughout the Soviet Army.\ 25X1

1. The term "sverkhsrochnik" was applied to Soviet Army soldiers who re-
—enlisted. The majority of them were NCO's. | 25X1
‘one "sverkhsrochnik"” who was a private rirst class
occasionally drawing rations at the @S J
Wﬁﬂm—satzl{orn (N 52-27, E 12-59)

The nickneme "makaronniki" was applied to the "sverkhsrochniki" by
soldlers serving their obligatory term of service, who looked upon
the former with disdain. Since macaroni was consldered a delicacy

in the Soviet Army meeshall in comparison with the standard ration ‘
of groats, the "sverkhsrochnik" was considered to be one who remained
behind for macaroni.

. 2. Eeach reenlistment was limited to & two-year term. No EM was.reenlisted
for a shorter or longer period of time,

3. Any soldler serving in the Soviet Army who was nearing completion of his
obligatory term of military service, or who was already on a reenlisted
term of service and was nearing 1ts completion could apply to be a
"sverkhsrochnik". His acceptance depended upon past service, political
background, and the existence of & vacancy. If thé applicant's past
military service had been excellent and his political background was .
not doubtful, he would be accepted., If a vacéncy did not exist in the
unit in which he was serving, an attempt was made to situate him in
another unit where he might be able to fit in as a "sverkhsrochnik".
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4, The following prerequisites wefe necessary for enlistment:

&, ‘Honorable Service during obligatory term of service or previous
reenlisted term of service.

b. Poliéieal reliability, with an active interest in Komsomol or
Party desirable. »

¢. A character letter with recommendation from the potential en-
lisgee's platoon leader and higher commanders' approving endorse-
ments,

-d, Character letter with recommendations from the unit party or
Komsomol secretary (if the applicant was a Komsomol or Party
member), stating subJect's political attitude and participation
in politieal meetings and lectures. (Note: Membership in the
Perty or Komsomol was not mandatory, but if & non-member was
reéenlisted all efforts were made to recrult him as a member,

In many instances the non-member was kept under closer surveil-
lance and was constantly oriticized until he beocame a member.)

‘ 25X1
5. ‘1nformation on "sverkhsrochniki" ident-
ATION: :
&. They had special uniform'inaisnia. (See Annex A for a sketeh
of the insignia.) ‘
b. They had a Personal ID Book of "sverkhsrochnik" of the USSR
Armed Forces, (see Annex B). This document served as a passport
when the bearer was in the USSR and was valid anywhere in the
USSR. It was carried at all times. .
25X1

e. ‘a permanent pass
| This type of pass was issued to &all
‘sverkhsrochniki" in the unit.

LW Enlistment Procedure 25X1
L .

6.

T.|  |"sverkhsrochniki" were not permitted to be vehicle driversm

beceause of possible loss of prestige |
e dutlies of mechénic he' ion

. [ d41d not call for a "sverkhsrochnik' -

'duties of battalion Food and Clothi

*Egbgly Clerk (PFS - Prodovol'stvennofurazhnoyﬁ;ggghgngniye)

_that posltion

called for a "Sverkhsrochnik”.

. e

"Sverkhsrochnik" Positions in the 10th Sep. Gd. Bn.

8. There were three guard companies and two separate platoons in the 25X1
battalion. - the following consti-
tuted the positions calling for "sverkherochnikd' |
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a. Company First Sergeants - the lst Sgt., 3d Co., was not a "sverkhs-
rochnik".

b. Compény Medical Aid Men - only the 1st Co. Ald Man was a "sverkhs-
rochnik".

¢. Battalion Chief Mess Sergeant - position filled by a "sverkhs-
rochnik”.

d. Battalion Chief Cook - position filled by a "sverkhsrochnik".
€. Battalion Ordnance NCO - not filled by a "sverkhsrochnik"

f. Battalion Chief Administrative Clerk - position filled by a
"sverkhsrochnik",

g. Platoon Leader, Housekeeping Platoon - posltion filled by a
"sverkhsrochnik" .

h. Administrative Clerk in office of Battalion Supply Officer -
position not filled by a "sverkhsrochnik".

1. gattalion Food and Clothing Supply Clerk - position held by
.Source,

Privileges Granted to "Sverkhsrochniki"

9. "Sverkhsrochniki" seemed to enjoy & number of privileges not extended to
soldiers eserving their obligatory term of military service. Some of
these privileges were not granted until after Stalin's death. 25X1
‘ they were permitted to carry a pistol in place of their
g Otgeapon (SM@, carbine), 1In time of war, however, they wou%g gevert
0 eir gnon. Whether or not all other privileges wou e
withdrawn Agglgggkj ’ T8

|
10, [:,,, LA,nrixatagﬂingg,g;ggg::::]enJoyed the 25X1
: privilege of "open gate™ liberty by virtue of being a "sverkhsrochnik".
Prior to 3talin's death, "sverkhsrochniki" could leave the compound
or camp after duty hours only if accompanied by an officer. Later, &
"sverkhsrochnik" was permitted, after duty hours, to go on pass alone.
On the other hand,privates and NCOs serving thelr obligatory term
of' "Bervige wer ; < 4 %o leave the cempound on pass, regard-
less of rénk, , & private first class had pass_ 25X1
privileges, while some first sergeants who were in their obligatory
term of service did not. -

‘n

11, Separate guarters privileges were also granted to "sve

who were as8lighed to quarters in the compound ,

12, | Permlission to eat in the officers' mess was granted to this groun.

this merely served to add prestige. | 25X1
CONFIDENTIAL
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14, [::lan EM serving his obligatory term of service[:::;::::has not 25X1
entitled to any leave for the entire period of service. In extreme

; 5.

16.

o‘,
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The difference in pa: ﬁween selectees and enlistees was by far the 25X 1
greatest advantage, a private serving his obligatory term of
d

. "sverkhsrochnik" | pay was 25X1
O East marks and 200 ruples per month.

_servied recelved a total of 30 East Germen marks per month
a
180

"sverkhsrochniki" were paid
in accordance with their duty responsibility.
[the Chief Mess Sergeant

TECELVEen 30U East marks and# "}450 rubles per month.)

25X1

family emergencies, a soldier might have been able to obtain a maxi-

mum of 15 days compassionate furlough.|  |as & "sverkhsrochnik", 25X1
he was entitled to 45 daye leave per year, the same time as was given

to officers. These U5 days were in addition to travel time required

to go to the USSR and return.

A "sverkhsrochnik" was permitted to purchase and keep liguor in his
quarters and to drink after duty hours on post. This privilege was
Introduced after Stalin's death, ‘A"sverkhsrochnik" who imbibed to

the point where he became overly bolsterous after duty hours would
normally only be summoned before the battalion CO the followling morning
and reprimanded. However, possession of liquor by a soldier serving -
his obligatory term of service was a court martial offense..

25X1
‘the "sverkhsrochniki" were not the only EM

Who could marry. A soldler serving his obligatory term of service

&lso had this privilege. 1In both instances permlssion had to be

granted by the individual's CO.

25X1

\one private and one sergeant'who recelved permission
to marry. Both EM were from guard companies, ‘

Marriage was permitted only to Russian women gerving in the Soviet
Army as service women or as civilian employees, Desplte the faect
that an alleged regulation insured Fussians serving abroad the right
to marry a foreign national, 1t was actually meaningless in Germanyl.

A "sverkhsrochnik" who married a Russian woman was permitted to live
on post 1ln separate quarters with his wife, while a seléctee serving
his obligatory term of service was permitted only to visit his wife

at her dormitory quarters over Saturday night, if he received a pass
from his first sergeant. All other days and nights he was compelled

to live im hils barracks.

17. Political training for "sverkhsroc "

by theiunit Party secretary. 25X1
[ 8ince regular army
enlistees were permitfed to visit town after duty hours, there were

some subJects dilscussed that w &pply to soldiers serving - 25X1
obligatory terms, the subJects and themes

dlscussed were perhaps more advanced, Normally, not more than five
"sverkhsrochniki" attended political training at one time,.
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18, |

‘"svérkhsrochniki" were not compélled to partici- 25X1

19.

20,

pate in any tralning except political training. | ‘he - 25X1
did not have to participate in close order drill, physical training,
or range firing.

for added prestige the "sverkhsrochniki" were 25X 1

permitted to wear the service cap (furazhka) at all times, whereas'
the soldier serving his obligatory term wore the garrison cap (pilotka)
with his everyday cotton uniform.

If & "sverkhsrochnik" was found guilty of misconduet or declared
politically unreliable, he would be sent back to the USSR for
immediate demobilization. If a conscriptee was found gullty of
the same charges, he would be sent back to the USSR but would have
to complete his full term of military service there.

in the 10th Sep. 25X1

Gds. Bn. The EM was a "sverkhsrochnik" who was assigned to guard

duty with dogs. When it was found that the dogs were not necessary
for guard dutya they were shigped to another unit. Prior to thelr
shipment, the "sverkhsrochnik" took one to keep as & pet, When the
theft was discovered the man was sent back to the USSR and demobilized.

Concluéions

21.

lalthough the pay differences and extra privileges  o5x1

granted to "sverkhsrochniki" certalnly appeared to make them & very
privileged group, the number of soldiers who enlisted was compara-

tively small. | only EM who were not skilled and faced the o5x4
prospect of returning to a collective farm to face a life of work and
drudgery with no compensation preferred to remain in the army. These
soldiers were in the minority. The majority of the men dreamed of

the day when they would be released from service and wished to remember

the army as a bad nightmare. A three-year period was enough for most

of them. ' v

25X1

2 Annexes

‘A, Service Chevroms Worn by "Sverkhsrochniki"

B. Personal ID of "Sverkhsrochnik" of the USSR Armed Forces

25X1
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Baaﬂlr'l photo stamped with unit .t;lp, b‘qrii'A‘

signature, ahd date

with dnto ‘of issue
Date of birth, place of birth,
inducted,

-order number of reenlistment, duty,

‘sducation,
Jooation of family
Military promotions

"Military service: statui

Civilian avarde. .
Combat wounds: and . 1ndnriou o

‘Permission to oarry arms =
- Regulations ooncerning hundlinc uaﬂ,nlo of ’ornonnl

ID of "wcrkhorochnik"
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civilian specialty, larittg

P
o

The ID book contained twqivo pqul with the foiloviu‘ datas

unit. und 00'0 oigantnro

hntlonnlity, year
local military oonnilanriaﬂ, date and
ty MOS8 nulher.

ltntul,

o
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